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±ƻƭǳƳŜ опΣ bǳƳōŜǊ о 

Greetings to all Bellhops!  
 
Well, itôs been a very busy time since 
my last report. 

On September 5th, our board had a great 
dinner together and then attended an 

interesting lecture about the architecture 
of several of our buildings at CMAôs 

campus. We learned how COL Wright 
convinced several folks throughout 

Middle Tennessee to lobby for and re-
ceive what became the Columbia Arse-

nal in 1892. Although the Arsenal was 
closed soon after the Spanish-American 
War, the school we loved and attended 

followed soon after.  

On Friday the 6th we had CMA Day and 
visited with the students of Columbia 

Academy and told them about our times 
at CMA. I urge all of you to consider 

attending a future CMA Day. They real-
ly help remind our youth of the great 

school we once attended.  

After lunch we had a Board Meeting 
and decided to host our 2025 Reunion 

on September 18-21, 2025, at the Frank-
lin Cool Springs Tennessee Marriott. 
Please mark your calendars for those 

dates. We will send out more infor-
mation this Spring about prices and 

From the President such. We were not able to have our Re-
union in August as the hotel is renovat-

ing then.  

We also looked at and discussed our 
photo negatives that we obtained from 

the old Ormanôs studio in Columbia that 
once took all our annual and dance pho-

tos at CMA. As many of you know, we 
purchased those from the studio when it 

closed some 7 years ago. We have 
found a person who will scan these im-
ages but need some help in sorting the 

negatives. If any of you would like to 
help us in this effort, then please contact 

me or Becky Moon. We can give you 
more information. 

Several Bellhops also met down at St. 

George Island for a great time of fel-
lowship together.  

Finally, once again, let me thank Dr. 
Thomas and the staff of Columbia 
Academy for their support for this As-
sociation. The best way I think to thank 
them and preserve our heritage is a con-
tribution to our Legacy Endowment. 
Contact me for any details, but our 
beautiful museum and our stately build-
ings will need your support in the years 
to come. 
   
Until Our Next Formation,  
 
Tom  
 
Tom Carr   
Class of 1975   
CMAAA President  

Cŀƭƭ нлнп 

Columbia Academy recently provided 
a report on the CMA Alumni Endow-
ment Fund at Columbia Academy for 
the fiscal year of June 1, 2023 to May 
31, 2024.  Gifts totaling $4,575 were 
made to the fund during the fiscal year 
and $1,566.10 was withdrawn during 
this period to provide funds for renova-
tions and improvements to buildings 
original to the CMA campus.  For the 
fiscal year of June 1, 2023 to 31 May, 
2024, the fund had a return of approxi-
mately 14.62%.  The ending value of 
the fund on 31 May was $51,738.26. 

CMA Endowment 

Class of 1974 
Kay Bircher 
kwetzbi@aol.com 
 
Mike Glover 
mdglove@yahoo.com 
 
Sandra Hasler 
Sandhsl180@att.net 
 
 
 

Class of 1975 
Tom Carr 
tkcarr@bellsouth.net 
 
Becky Moon 
becsmoon@gmail.com 

50 Year 
Reunion 
Contacts 
For 2023 
 

50  

 

Class Points of Contact for 
2025 Reunion 

Kay (Wetzel) Bircher, Mike Glover and 
Sandra (Hart) Hasler are the Class of 
1974 contacts and Tom Carr and Becky 
(Algood) Moon are the Class of 1975 
contacts for the 50th Reunion Classes 
as part of the 2025 CMAAA Grand 
Reunion. 
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CMAAA Board of Directors 
Meeting Minutes 
6 September 2023 

Attendees 
 
Tom Carr-President (75), Mike Glover-
Vice President (74), Charles Field (63), 
Mike Gilchrist (63), Billy Akin (66), 
Robin Salze (66), Bill Wade (68), How-
ard Keltner (69), Jimmy Bane (72), 
Woody Pettigrew (73), Tricia Murphey 
Brown (74), Winston Elston (74), San-
dra Hart Hasler (74), Marshall Briggs 
(75), Bob Orr (76), Jay Robins (76), Dr. 
James Thomas (Honorary Member) 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

The CMAAA Board of Directors 
Meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Tom Carr at 1:30PM September 6, 
2024. Tom Carr asked for a moment of 
silence to remember our Alumni who 
we have lost since our last meeting. 
Tom Carr then read the list of Alumni: 
Ken Brown ó45, James Patton ô51, 
Clyde Wilhoite ô53, Larry Zimmer ô53, 
Marshall Cranford ô54, Richard Hayes 
ô57, James Downey ô58, Raleigh Bates 
ô59, George Hamilton ô61, Bill Carden 
ô66, Rex Coker ô66, Bill Wilson ô68, 
Don Kinkade ô70, Dan Mueller ô72, 
Frank Shippen ô72, Lee Williams ô72, 
Roger Bedford ô74. Mike Gilchrist gave 
the invocation. Tom Carr led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.   
 Tom Carr gave the Treasurerôs Re-
port in the absence of Becky Moon. The 
current balance in the checking account 
is $41,215.36. We have projected ex-
penditures of approximately $30,000.00 
through the 2025 Reunion. A large por-
tion of these expenditures will be re-
couped through the Reunion Revenue. 
Woody Pettigrew gave the Museum 
Report. Cash on hand is $17,380.00. 
The projected income is $7,900.00 
which is a reimbursement from the Gen-
eral Fund for the Museum upgrades. 
Total budget currently is 25,280. Budg-
eted expenses for rent, insurance and 
miscellaneous through October 2028 is 
$13,167.00. Available funds after in-
come and expenses is $12,113.03.   
Tom Carr introduced Mack Garvin, 
Chairman of the Columbia Academy 
Board of Directors who was present for 
the meeting. Mr. Garvin thanked us for 
the foundation that CMA created which 
has evolved into Columbia Academy 
and the culture that still exists.   
Dr James Thomas, CA President, 
welcomed the CMA Alumni back to 
campus for CMA Day and gave us an 
update on CA. They have another rec-

ord enrollment of 1,210 students. They 
are continually creating enhancements 
including a new track, new tennis 
courts, and a new addition to the Pre-
School. Projections are to renovate Lee 
Hall for use as a multi-purpose facility. 
There is a new security gate being built 
at the main entrance on West 7th Street. 
There are no immediate plans for Fri-
erson Hall currently. Upgrades to Acad-
emy Hall are on the Campaign List of 
improvements. One of the goals is to 
create more class space as there are cur-
rently 87 7th Graders and graduating 69 
Seniors.   
Tom Carr spoke to us about the Lega-
cy Endowment. Tom encouraged us to 
donate to the Endowment and also con-
sider the Endowment in our Estate Plan-
ning. The Endowment will continue to 
fund the upkeep of the Museum and 
projects such as the restoration of Fri-
erson Hall. Tom encouraged us to dis-
cuss this with our fellow classmates at 
the Reunion. Dr Thomas noted that the 
Endowment fund is currently 
$3,000,000. CA uses 5% of the fund 
each year for maintenance of the Muse-
um and historical buildings.   
Tom Carr requested a motion to ap-
prove the minutes of the September 30, 
2023 Board Meeting to include the 
Treasurerôs Report and Museum Report. 
The motion was made, seconded and 
approved by the majority.   

 
Old Business  

 
Tom Carr gave a report on the status 
of the photo negatives from Orman Pho-
tography, which the Association had 
purchased several years ago. Tom Carr, 
Mike Glover, Mike Gilchrist, and 
Becky Moon met with David White to 
discuss digitizing our photo negatives. 
David determined that he could do the 
process for $1.00 per negative. The dig-
ital files could then be uploaded to a 
website, either the CMAAA or Colum-
bia Academy page. The Columbia 
Academy website is considered a more 
secure location. The negatives are in 
poor condition. They along with many 
photos have been stored in our storage 
room on North Johnson Hall. At some 
point the window was broken and the 
room flooded. This ruined all of the 
photos and many of the negatives. The 
recovered negatives have been moved 
to a room upstairs in the CA Business 
Of◑ice. Tom asked for volunteers to 
help sort the negatives and determine 
those which would be suitable to be 
digitized. There was a discussion with 
multiple volunteers. Tom also noted that 
the negatives would be available for any 
of our Association Members to help sort 

them during any hours that the CA 
Business Of◑ice is open.  
 

New Business 
 
Tom Carr gave an update on the Mar-
riott availability for the 2025 Reunion. 
We will not e able to have our Reunion 
during the usual First Weekend of Au-
gust due to renovation of the banquet 
rooms. The Marriott offered us the op-
tions of June 12-15 with a room rate of 
$189.00 or September 18-21 with a 
room rate of $169.00. After discussion a 
motion was made, seconded, and ap-
proved to set September 18-21, 2025 for 
our Reunion.  
The Classes of 1974 and 1975 will be 
celebrating their 50th Reunion. Mike 
Glover, Kay Bircher, and Sandra Hasler 
are the 1974 Class Contacts, with Tom 
Carr and Becky Moon being the 1975 
Class Contacts.  
The Honor Group for the 2025 Reun-
ion will be the Classes of the 60ôs. All 
Alumni who attended CMA and were 
part of a class graduating during the 
60ôs are encouraged to attend and be 
recognized with this group. If you at-
tended one year or many years, graduate 
or non-graduate you are part of our 
Family and welcomed.  
Woody Pettigrew proposed reviving 
or Hall of Honor. There have been no 
additions to the Hal of Honor in several 
years. After discussion, the majority of 
Directors suggested we create a new 
Hall of Honor Committee. Tom Carr 
will appoint a Chairman of the Hall of 
Honor Committee who will appoint 
Committee Members.  
A motion was made to adjourn the 
meeting, seconded and approved. The 
meeting was adjourned.  

Columbia Arsenal  
History Lesson 

Columbia Academy hosted a Colum-
bia Arsenal historical review event Sep-
tember 5th with many local Columbia 
residents and former CMA Cadets at-
tending.  The event included a detailed 
presentation on the history of Columbia 
Arsenal, its origin, blueprints and his-
torical importance. It was a very good 
presentation and provided very interest-
ing information on Columbia Arsenal 
and the buildings that became Colum-
bia Military Academy. Columbia Acad-
emy recorded the event and will be 
posting the video on the Columbia 
Academy You Tube Channel. 
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 CMA Dayð2024 

The annual Florida invasion occurred in 
September this year with a good group 
of CMA Alumni invading Saint George 
Island for a week of fun in the sun.  Tex 
Tucker (ó71) and Jim Law (ó72) once 
again organized the venture for the 
group, making this the second year en-
joying Saint George Island.  A great 
turnout including Tex, Jim and Elaine 
Law, Bobby and Betsy Chambliss (ó72), 
Bobby (ó72) and Kathy Bain, J.T (ó71) 
and Julia Bryan, Donna Ryland (ó73), 
Bill Patrick (ó73), Tom (ó73) and Sha-
ron Norris, Dudley (ó73) and Mildred 
(76) Dolinger, Sharon Hartnett (ó74), 
Laura Harpel (ó75), Tom (ô75) and 
Kathy Carr, and Kirk (ó77) and Shayne 
(ó78) Harris.  As with all previous trips, 
a good time was had by all. 

CMA Alumni Florida Trip 

Fifteen CMA Alumni made it back to 
campus for the 2024 CMA Day at Co-
lumbia Academy.  CMAAA President 
Tom Carr addressed to Student Body 
during assembly in Old Main and the 
entire group fielded questions from the 
Seventh Grade class after the assembly.  
Another session of great questions from 
the students that have heard rumors of 
life as a CMA Cadet and wanted to 
check on the reality of what they had 
heard and also just learn a little more 
about what it was like to be a Cadet.  
After that session the alumni were treat-
ed to lunch with the students in the 
Mess Hall.  This yearôs event was tied 
to the Columbia Arsenal History Ses-
sion that was given the previous even-
ing and the CMAAA Board of Directors 
meeting that occurred on Friday after-
noon after CMA Day.  About 20 alumni 
met for dinner at Legends Thursday 
night before the History Presentation to 
kick off the festivities. It was a great 
opportunity to get a full dose of CMA 
memories and to spend some time with 
old classmates. If you have not partici-
pated in a CMA Day before you may 
want to plan on being part of the event 
in 2025.  It is a great time back on cam-

Golf Outing During Reunion 

Calling all Golfers.  We will once again 
be conducting a golf outing during the 
next CMAAA Reunion planned for the 
weekend of 18-21 September 2025.  
The golf outing is planned for Friday, 
19 September.  Registration information 
will be included in the Winter Bugle. 
Make plans now to join in. 

Bottom Row, Left to Right:  Jay Robins (ô76), Jimmy Bane (ô72), Bill Wade (ô68), 
H.C. Keltner (ô69), Bob Orr (ô76), Tom Carr (ô75), Marshall Briggs (ô75),  
Robin Salze (ó66) 
Top Row, Left to Right: Winston Elston (ó74); Mike Gilchrist (ó63), Charles Field 
(ó63), Woody Pettigrew (ó73), Mike Glover (ó74), Billy Akin (ó66), Jim Borum (ó66) 

pus and a good way to further explain 
the CMA experience with those young 
men and women now attending Colum-
bia Academy. 

 
A Blast from the Past 

There are many buildings in Columbia 
that CMA Cadets and their parents will 
remember but the Holiday Inn certainly 
holds great memories for any CMA 
family that visited Columbia for CMA 
events.  It was even the home of several 
CMAAA Reunions. 
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 Bill Young, Class of 1965, acknowl-
edges the gathering upon his induc-
tion into the CMAAA Hall of Honor 
during the General Membership 
meeting Saturday morning. 

The 2014 CMA Grand Reunion 
proved to be a great event for all those 
participating.  The new venue for the 
event, the Marriott, proved to be a great 
choice with the facilities and support 
provided being great.  The real adven-
turous showed up Thursday for a little 
ñPre Reunionò socializing and then the 
masses starting arriving on Friday.  The 
golfers enjoyed time on the links Friday 
morning and a new Sporting Clays 
Shooting event Friday afternoon proved 
to be a real hit with about a dozen guys 
participating.  That event will certainly 
remain on the agenda for future reun-
ions.  A great reception at the Marriott 
on Friday evening and then various 
classes and groups got together for din-
ner and other evening activities.  A trip 
to campus Saturday morning for the 
Association meeting in Old Main where 
two individuals were inducted into the 
CMAAA Hall of Honor.  One of the 
inductees, Bill Young of the Class of 
1965, was present for the induction cer-
emony.  As per tradition, after the meet-
ing the group assembled at the Flag 
Pole for a ceremony to honor the lost 
cadets from the two classes celebrating 
their 50th reunion (Classes of 64 and 65 
this year).  The color guard from the 
Central High School Navy ROTC de-
tachment performed the flag duties 
while Dave Trammell from the Class of 
1962 played Taps.  A moving ceremo-
ny.  Back at the hotel Saturday night for 
the banquet where we had 226 at-
tendees.  The night was capped of with 
a recognition of the members of the 
Classes of 1964 and 1965 that were 
celebrating their 50th reunion and with 
a recognition of the Mr. and Miss 
CMAs from through the years.  Twelve 
Mr. and Miss CMAs were present for 
the reunion and one wife of a deceased 
Mr. CMA attended in his honor.  It was 
an impressive group that well represent-
ed all that was good about the CMA 
Corps of Cadets.  Ruben Rochi (ó76) 
was recognized for traveling the farthest 
distance to attend the reunion (from El 
Salvador) and R.C. Smith was recog-
nized as the oldest alum (Class of 1944) 
in attendance.  What a great compliment  
those two individuals paid to CMA and 
to the Alumni Association with their 
attendance.  All in all, a great weekend. 

Ten Mr. CMAs and two Miss CMAs were recognized during the Banquet on Sat-
urday night, along with the wife and son of the 1958 Mr. CMA, Joe Gufford, who 
we lost to Silver Taps in 2010.  Those recognized, from left to right, were Richard 
Hayes (ó57), Herbert Eustis (ó67), David Briggs (ó68), Bill Birmingham (ó78), Jim 
McEwen (ó65), Gale (Courtney) Moore (ó77), Robert Field (ó66), Laura (Harlan) 
Harpel (ó75), Harold Smith (ó63), Bobby Chambliss (ó72), Frank Lawing (ó71), 
Kirby Turnage (ó53), and Marlyn and Charles Gufford, wife and son of Joe Guf-
ford (ó58). 

Looking Back 10 YearsðCMA Grand Reunion 2014 

 Central High School Navy ROTC 
unit lowers flag to half staff during 
ceremony.  Dave Trammell, Class of 
1962, plays Taps in the background. 

  Bobby (ó72) and Kathy Bain hosted 
a group at their home for lunch on 
Saturday.  Thirty six alums, plus sig-
nificant others, enjoyed a great meal. 

Some of the alums that took on the 
reunionôs newest event, the Sporting 
Clays Shooting Competition. 

Alumni gathered in Old Main for the 
General Membership meeting on Sat-
urday Morning. 


